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Remembering Mahmoud
Darwish: Poetry and the Poet
in National Narrative

Abstract This study examines the discourse of
commemoration that has been constructed around
Mahmoud Darwish, exploring ways in which memory
and symbolic capital are appropriated by the
collectivity and reproduced in public life so as to
sustain collective boundaries. The following source-
groups are analysed: (a) physical ceremonial acts (b)
obituarial texts from Arabic and English-language
newspapers, (c) literary and academic responses.
These variously show how the reinforcement of
identity is inscribed in the rituals and ideology of
commemoration.

I am not mine
I am not mine
I am not mine

As is revealed by the metaphysics of ‘Mural’’, Mahmoud Darwish
himself was perhaps the one most acutely conscious of the
expropriability of that self. The discord and incommensurability
between his private self and the idealised identity bestowed upon him

' Rema Hammami and John Berger's translation of the concluding lines of Darwish’s

“Jidariyya”, taken from: "Mural (1999 - An Excerpt)," Middle East Report 248 (Fall
2008)
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